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upcoming wheelbarrow classes
all classes begin at 10 AM

We’d BEE delighted if you’d  join us for Bee Keepers meetings.

The first Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM. 

June 5   Cheap and Easy Vermicomposting
Composting with Earth Worms and vegetable scraps.
Cost: $10.
June 12  Growing Lycoris in Kentucky 
Commonly known as Naked Ladies or surprise lilies,
come in many colors! Class cost is $20.
June 26 How Cool are Fungi?  Basics of Plant Disease
Take a deeper look into the world of plant pathogens,
how they develop, and how we can battle some of
nature’s oldest survivors. 

June 17th
          Bountiful Blooms Cut Flower Farm (Bloomfield)
July 1st
          Willies Daylilies (Lancaster) 
August 12th
          Mulberry Orchard and Gallrein Farms (Shelby County) 
September 23rd
          Whitehall (Louisville) 
October 21st
          Barker Arboretum and Downing Museum (Bowling Green) 

All trips leave the Extension Office at 9:00 AM. 
Van space is limited to 12 passengers, so call today to reserve your spot!G
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2025 trip schedule



June
to do’s



Black rot is a common disease of grapes in Kentucky. Due to the prevalence of this
disease, it is also one of the most economically important diseases of grapes. Black
rot can affect all young, developing, above ground plant tissues. However, fruit
infections are the most destructive. Without adequate disease management, both
home and commercial vineyards may suffer significant yield losses.
Black Rot Facts

Leaf symptoms first appear as small, round, reddish-brown spots that enlarge to
1/8 to 1/4 inch diameter. These spots may coalesce into larger blotches. Enlarged
spots develop dark margins with light brown to tan centers that may contain
small, black spore-bearing fungal fruiting structures (pycnidia).
Fruit symptoms begin as soft, light brown spots that enlarge to envelop entire
berries. Infected fruit then shrivel into black, wrinkled mummies.
Symptoms on shoots, petioles, and tendrils appear as irregular or diamond-
shaped, sunken, tan to brown lesions. Black fungal fruiting structures may be
observed in lesions.
Disease is favored by warm, moist periods. Infection may occur throughout the
growing season; however, as plants mature, disease susceptibility decreases.
Caused by the fungus Guignardia bidwellii.
The pathogen survives winter in mummies, fallen leaves, and stem lesions.

Management Options
Select cultivars with reduced susceptibility to black rot.
Plant in good sites with appropriate air circulation and leaf drying characteristics.
Avoid planting in low lying, poorly drained sites.
Train vines onto high trellises to promote air circulation and allow for better
fungicide penetration.
Remove weeds and basal sprouts for increased air movement.
Utilize disease prediction models to evaluate risk for infection. The University of
Kentucky provides a Black Rot of Grape Disease Prediction Model
Remove and destroy all diseased plant tissues.
Fungicides may be applied preventatively beginning at bud break (after 1/2 inch
new growth) and continue through berry maturity. Homeowners may use
fungicides that contain the active ingredients mancozeb or myclobutanil. Contact
a county Extension agent for more information on fungicide use.

By Kim Leonberger, Plant Pathology 
Senior Extension Associate and Nicole Gauthier, 
Plant Pathology Extension Specialist

Black Rot of Grapes

https://weather.uky.edu/plant_disease.html


Fire blight is the most important disease of apple and pear in Kentucky. Symptoms
may now be visible; however, initial infections occurred at bloom. The pathogen
survives winter in dead, dying, and diseased wood and in cankers. Removal of these
pathogen sources can reduce spread of fire blight and should be completed in late
winter while the pathogen is dormant.

Fire Blight Facts
*Early symptoms include wilt of flower cluster and blossom death. Disease spreads
to shoots or branches where tips wilt and rapidly die (blight) to form a characteristic
‘shepherd’s crook’. Dark brown, sunken cankers (stem lesions) develop and expand to
girdle branches, resulting in branch death.
*Potential hosts include apples, pears, and several landscape woody ornamentals in
the rose family.
*Primary infection occurs at bloom and may continue through petal fall or until shoot
elongation ends.
*Rainy conditions, periods of high humidity, and temperatures between 65-70°F favor
disease development.
*Caused by the bacteria Erwinia amylovora.
*Bacterial cells overwinter in dead, dying, and diseased wood.

Management Options
*Select varieties that are tolerant or resistant to fire blight.
*Maintain plant health with proper nutrition and irrigation practices.
*Prune to increase air flow through the plant canopy.
*Remove infected plant tissues during winter when plants and pathogens are
dormant. Do not prune when trees are wet. Burn, bury, or otherwise dispose of
diseased material.
*Bactericides should be applied preventatively. Once infection occurs, sprays are not
effective. Homeowners can apply copper during dormancy to reduce overwintering
inoculum. Additional bactericides available for commercial growers are presented in
the Commercial Fruit Pest Management Guide (ID-232). Always follow label directions
when utilizing bactericides.
*Fire blight risk throughout the season can be determined by the disease
development models available through the UK Ag Weather Center website.
 
By Kim Leonberger, Plant Pathology Extension Associate and Nicole Gauthier, Plant
Pathology Extension Specialist

Fire Blight Symptoms Now 
Visible on Fruit Crops



AGVENTURES DAY 

FREE ICE CREAM
OUTDOOR GAMES
KENTUCKY KATE 

FARM SAFETY DEMONSTRATIONS
INFLATABLES
POPCORN 
& MORE! 

JUNE 13TH

12:00 PM-3:00 PM

WASHINGTON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE

245 CORPORATE DR, SPRINGFIELD, KY  



Recipe
of the month

Washington County Cooperative Extension Service
245 Corporate Drive, Springfield, Kentucky 40069
Dennis Morgeson, Horticulture Agent

859-336-7741  *  dennis.morgeson@uky.edu
at 
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Tune in to 100.0 WLSK every Tuesday morning at
8:30 for extension updates and daily farm tips!

We’re online!  Find us at
washington.ca.uky.edu

or stop by our facebook
page, just search:

Washington County
Extension Office.

2  @ 6pm Bee Clubnd

4  @6pm Adult Sewing Clubth

5  @ 12pm Homemaker Meetingth

13  AGVENTURES DAYth

16  @6:30pm Horse Clubth

plant
of the month

17  @4:30pm Retired Teachersth

18  @1pm Card Workshopth

21  @8am Quilting Clubst

26  @6:30pm Country Hamth

Cattlemen’s Quarterly Meeting
June 19  @ 6pmth

John & Jill Settles’ Farm
Call the extension office to register.


